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Alvord: Economic growth

By Senator Jerry Alvord District 14 on Wednesday, April 9, 2025

Economic growth and development are critical to ensuring that Southern Oklahoma remains a place

where families prosper, businessesthrive andcommunities have the resources they need to succeed. As

our region continues to evolve, we must take a thoughtful, strategic approachtonewdevelopments-one

that prioritizes long-term benefits, responsible growth and respect for the character of our communities.

The closure of the Michelin tire plant in Ardmore is a reminder that economic landscapes change, and we

must be proactive in attracting and retaining jobs. When approached responsibly, development projects

can provide stable employment, strengthen existing local businesses and generate funding for public

services and education. Strategic development must be guided by fiscal responsibility, community needs

and a clear vision for the future.

One example is the Pointe Vista project on the shores of Lake Texoma. The proposal has sparked

important conversations about how economic incentives can attract investment while ensuring that

benefits are broadly shared with local entities.

Oklahoma-based investor Mark Fischer and his team are committing billions of dollars to this project - a

level of private investment Marshall County has never seen before. To support these efforts, the

developers have asked Marshall County to consider forming a Tax Increment Financing (TIF) district to

help fund infrastructure improvements such as roads, water treatment facilities, utility lines and sewer

systems. Pointe Vista would cover the full cost of these improvements upfront and receive reimbursement

through a portion of the new tax revenue generated by the development. The remaining portion of the

new tax increment would generate hundreds of millions of dollars for local schools and county services.

This model has proven successful in other parts of the state, and I’m glad to see a proposed package that

includes significant funding for our schools.

Asaformercountycommissioner in neighboring Carter County, I understand the importance of making

responsible financial decisions when it comes to public investment. I have always believed in smart
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growth - projects that create economic opportunity while preserving the values that make our region

special. Large-scale developments require careful planning to ensure they enhance the communities they

are meant to support.

At the heart of this discussion is the future of Southern Oklahoma. Our region has always been defined by

hard work and resilience, and with the right approach, we can strengthen our economy in a way that

benefits both current residents andfuturegenerations.Thatmeans encouraging business investment,

maintaining sound financial principles and ensuring that new developments align with the long-term

needs of our communities.

I encourage residents to stay informed and engaged throughout the TIF review process. Economic

growthworksbestwhenitisshaped by those most impacted. Together, we can ensure that Southern

Oklahoma remains a place of opportunity, stability and prosperity for years to come.

SenatorJerryAlvordisamember of the Oklahoma Senate, representing portions of Carter, Coal, Johnston,

Marshall and Murray Counties.
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